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Meeting Minutes Regular Meeting of the
INFRASTRUCTURE COMMITTEE

Wednesday, March 26, 2025
6:45 PM
Council Chambers

Committee Members
Chairman Benson Alderman Musillami Alderman Finn

1. CALL TO ORDER.

Chairman Benson called the meeting to order at 6:45 PM.
2. ROLL CALL

Present:	Chairman Benson, Alderman Finn and Alderman Musillami
Also Present: 		Mayor McDermott, Alderman Von Drasek, Alderman Frohlich, Alderman Mikolyzk, Treasurer Bolt, City Clerk Kmet, Finance Director Schutter, Superintendent Department of Public Works Serna, Building Commissioner Wagner, and Deputy Clerk Cordova.
3. COMMUNICATION FROM THE PUBLIC.

Esther Jula spoke about the chicken ordinance since she has chickens on her property.  She passed out handouts for the Infrastructure Committee to read.  

4. APPROVAL OF MINUTES – DECEMBER 11, 2024.

4.a.  Approval of the Infrastructure Committee Meeting Minutes – December 11, 2024.

The minutes of the regular meeting of December 11, 2024 were previously distributed to the members of the Infrastructure Committee. 
A motion was made by Alderman Musillami to approve the minutes from the December 11, 2024 meeting, seconded by Alderman Finn and motion carried unanimously.

5. BUSINESS FROM THE COMMITTEE FOR DISCUSSION, CONSIDERATION AND IF SO DETERMINED, ACTION UPON:

5.a. Consideration of awarding a contract to M. E. Simpson in the amount of $33,465.00 for Fire Hydrant Flow Testing.

Public Works Superintendent Serna said that every five years we are required to do a water and flow testing on our fire hydrants.  The company tests the capacity of water flow through each hydrant so the fire department knows how much water they are getting from each hydrant.  They also do routine maintenance work on the hydrants.

Alderman Finn made a motion to consider awarding a contract to M. E. Simpson in the amount of $33,465.00 for Fire Hydrant Flow Testing, it was seconded by Alderman Musillami and carried unanimously.  

5.b.	Consideration to purchase a Route 66 monument from the US Route 66 Centennial Commission.

City Administrator Paul said that the signs are being developed by a national committee.  The signs are going to be placed along Rt. 66 across the country next year for the centennial anniversary.  Ms. Paul reviewed the sign with Planning Manager Trent and Mr. Trent said that the sign meets all of our sign ordinance criteria.  The sign will cost $35,000, which includes purchasing the sign, shipping the sign, and installing the sign.  The City only has to make sure there’s power at the site where the sign will be installed.  Chairman Benson asked where are we thinking of installing the sign at?  One idea Ms. Paul had was to put the sign over by the Harley Davidson Dealership since we already have a sign on the other end of Rt. 66 by Chariot.  We would just need permission from the dealership to use their electric.  At the base of the monument there will be a QR code on the pole which will take visitors to a national website featuring every monument location with information highlighting the City of Countryside.  Mayor McDermott asked if Ms. Paul has heard from the state if there are any other centennial events.  Ms. Paul said they have a conference going on in November.  
 
Alderman Musillami made a motion to purchase the Route 66 monument sign from the US Route 66 Centennial Commission for $35,000 and place it in front of the Harley Davidson dealership, seconded by Alderman Finn and the motion carried unanimously.  

5.c.	Discussion on the allowed number of chickens per home owner. 

Chairman Benson said that we have allowed four chickens for the past five years.  Have we had any complaints from neighbors or residents?  Building Commissioner Wagner said that we have not had any complaints.  Alderman Von Drasek said that he is in favor of allowing more chickens.  Chairman Benson asked if we raise the amount of chickens does the ordinance still hold, if we are just changing the number of chickens.  Building Commissioner Wagner said that is correct we just change the number from four to six.  Mayor McDermott asked if Countryside allows roosters. Chairman Benson said no we still do not allow roosters.  

Chairman Benson said if we want to have more chickens we can address that at another meeting and bring it before the Building Department and would go forward on a case by case basis.  City Administrator Paul told Chairman Benson that we have to have the attorney draft an amendment to our code to change the number of chickens from four to six and the City Council at that time can change the number of chickens from six to eight.  

Alderman Finn made a motion to increase the number of chickens from four to six, seconded by Alderman Musillami and the motion carried unanimously.  

5.d.	Discussion on residential setbacks.  

Building Commissioner Wagner said that we are revisiting the setbacks to get clarification.  In 2017 we changed the setback to thirty feet for the front yard.  Before 2017 it was the thirty foot setback or the average of two buildings on each side of the property.  Chairman Benson said in Ward 2 the houses are really close to the street, the lots are really big and don’t line up with the other houses in the neighborhood.  Chairman Benson said that he is in favor of the thirty foot setback or the average of two buildings on each side of the property.  Alderman Musillami said we have to come up with a plan that would make everything match.  Chairman Benson said we need to come up with a plan for the whole City, I don’t think we want to go ward by ward.  Alderman Musillami said why don’t we keep the setback at thirty feet.  Chairman Benson agreed and the setback is staying at thirty feet from the front of the building.
 
5.e.	Discussion on revisions to the building codes.  

Building Commissioner Wagner said that since the tornado in 2023 the Building Department has had concerns and issues with roofs, siding permits, and insurance companies only replacing a portion of the roof or doing the front of the house or the rear of the house, or one wall of siding.  The Building Department decided that if the roof or siding is damaged over 25%, then the roof must be the same color and material to match the existing roof or the roof needs to be entirely replaced.  
Chairman Benson asked for a motion to adopt the Ordinance change for roofing materials and siding with over 25% damage would need to be all the same material or completely replaced.  Alderman Musillami made the motion, seconded by Alderman Finn and the motion carried unanimously.  

Building Commissioner Wagner said that we have had some recent issues with portable toilets and construction sites.  The Building Department would like to add a new section to the code under Title 6, Chapter 13 to address required portable toilets at commercial construction sites and not allow them on residential properties without a permit and restricting the number of days they can have them.  

Alderman Musillami made a motion not to allow portable toilets on residential property and have a permit required restricting the number of days, seconded by Alderman Finn and the motion carried unanimously.  

Building Commissioner Wagner said that his staff has had issues regarding workmanship for residential and commercial properties.  This would give the Building Department a little more control to enforce workmanship qualities as stated in the code.  

Alderman Finn made a motion regarding the workmanship qualities, seconded by Alderman Musillami and the motion carried unanimously.  

Building Commissioner Wagner said that his department has had issues with animal excreta and the number of animals specifically dogs and cats in residential apartments and residential units.  The Building Department is looking to add a code change to Title 449 which is responsible care for animals.  Residents should be responsible for removing excreta immediately, not to let the excreta accumulate in the yard and the number of cats or dogs are limited to three.  

Alderman Finn made a motion regarding the removal of excreta and the number of dogs and cats at a residence, seconded by Alderman Musillami and the motion carried unanimously.  

Building Commissioner Wagner stated that his staff has had issues with lighting from commercial to residential and residential to residential lighting.  We added a section in Nuisances (Chapter 6, Section 6-3-1) which reads “To cause or permit the emission of light from any residential, multi-family or commercial property onto another property so as to cause annoyance or discomfort to the residents.  We had a section on this issue but we are trying to make it more specific.  

Alderman Finn made a motion to add a section to the nuisances section of Chapter 6, Section 6-3-1, seconded by Alderman Musillami and the motion carried unanimously.  

6. OTHER COMMITTEE BUSINESS.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Chairman Benson asked Superintendent Department of Public Works Serna how the litter pick up was going at the larger dog park where we’ve allowed dog walking in those parks.  Superintendent Department of Public Works Serna said that they really haven’t had a chance to do their initial spring cleanup.  We will probably do it in April depending on the weather.  

7. ADJOURN.

There being no further business to discuss, Alderman Musillami motioned to adjourn, seconded by Alderman Finn and motion carried unanimously.
Chairman Benson declared the meeting adjourned at 7:24 PM.

APPROVED:
Respectfully Submitted,


Alderman Mark Benson, Chairman
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